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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND '.cNTER 
. WASHINGTON, D.C, 20301 
BECLASSIFIED 


E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 18 September 19656 
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Sage NY - 2 \ 
THE JOINT STAFF By ge, NARA, Dare 2222: oY : Ap 
MEMORANDUM POR THE RECORD Cc 


Subject: Alleged CHICON Border Crossing by U.S. Aircraft 
on 16 September 1966 (Washington date) 


Reference: a, NMCC Memorandum for the Record dated 17 
Septernber, Subject: CHICOM Air Activity 


1. AS requested today by the White House Situation Room, the 
below information is provided as a follow-up to reference a: 


a, Change the date in para 1 of ref a to read 9:24 PM 
EDT, 16 September vice 9:24 PM EDT 17 September. 


b. Four F-105's were on a strike against the Cao Nung 
railroad bridge at 21-33N 106-29E. En route to the target 
they ran into intense flak and the lead aircraft was hit, 
crashing in the vicinity of 21-335N 106-21E. The remaining 
three aircraft followed the lead aircraft to impact, dropping 
their ordnance in the vicinity of 21-36N 106-328. 


c. Ali three aircraft maneuvered violently to evade 
ground fire and in following the Lead aircraft to its impact, 
they became separated. Two aircraft proceeded on their exit 
route ‘ the Gulf of Tonkin, attempting to contact the third 
aircraft, : 


d. The pilot of the third aircraft continued to sntounter 
heavy flak and took evasive action. After resuming level 
flight he discovered his gyro compass and navigation equipment 
were not operating properly and that he had been flying on 
an incorrect heading for some time. His magnetic Standby 
compass showed that he had been flying approximately north- 
northeast and he subsequently turned to the southeast, 


e. At a position estimated to be about twenty miles 
northwest of where the pilot had planned to enter the Gulf 
of Tonkin, he was attacked by a MIG-19 which made two firing 
passes. The pilot took evasive action and was not hit. 


£. As a result of the required evasive maneuvering, 
the standby Compass was not a reliahle course indicator. The 
pilot calied for a steer and a US aircraft from another flight 





a was successful in giving him directions, This flight also 
ie directed a tanker to a position where the F-105 could re-fuel, 
oe and eventually plane and pilot were recovered safely. 
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g. The electronic navigation equipment ‘in the F-105 had 
functioned correctly in the earlier stages of the mission, 
and its failure was not immediately recognized. Under the 
circumstances, the actions taken by the pilot are considered 
appropriate and were effective, If a border violation 
occurred, it stemmed from the defensive action taken by 
the pilot for his own survival and the survival of the 


aircraft. 
bitte. 
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